3l8          THE DIRECTORS AND  HAILEYBURY
pensions were always granted. It was this generous
treatment which enabled the Directors to obtain such
distinguished men as Sir James Mackintosh and Sir
James Stephen and Malthus and Henry Melvill to
fill offices at Haileybury. Constant association with
the Directors made it easy for the principals and
professors to obtain nominations to the Indian Civil
Service for their sons. Three sons of Batten, two
of Le Bas, and three of Melvill passed out of Hailey-
bury into the Civil Service, and sons of Professors
Christian, Schalch, and Keene all had opened to
them the same career, in which they won distinc-
tion.
The chief manifestation of the interest taken by
the Directors in the welfare of the East India Col-
lege was shown on the occasion of the semi-annual
visitations. Twice a year, at the end of the College
terms, in June and December, the chairman of the
Court of Directors, accompanied, up to 1833, by the
members of the College Committee, and after that
year by as many Directors as chose to attend, came
down in state from London. An imposing ceremony
was held in the College Library or Hall; medals and
prizes, with which the Directors were most liberal,
were distributed; prize compositions were read by
the students, of which the English essay, being in
the only language intelligible to most of the guests,
was most applauded; the names of the students who
had successfully passed through the College course,
in the order fixed by the final examinations, were